
VU Research Portal

Novel radiotherapy approaches and prognostic models in brain metastases

Rodrigues, G.

2013

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Rodrigues, G. (2013). Novel radiotherapy approaches and prognostic models in brain metastases. [PhD-Thesis
– Research external, graduation internal, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 23. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/89ab6398-ded0-4cec-9dee-48c734c78a83


 203 

Acknowledgements 



 204 

Acknowledgements 

 

 As with many endeavours in life, it takes a group of people to support an individual to succeed.  

The successful production and completion of this thesis as well as the underlying research project are no 

different.  I would like to extend my thanks to a great number of individuals and agencies, both in the 

Canada and in the Netherlands, for supporting me through this journey. 

 

 Primarily, I would like to thank my supervisor Professor Dr. Suresh Senan and co-supervisor Dr. 

Frank Lagerwaard for their collective advise and wisdom in conducting the research and preparing the 

thesis document and respective research manuscripts.  Suresh - I would like to thank you for your 

ongoing support of our ongoing research collaborations between our two institutions. In particular, your 

ongoing hospitality to our resident trainees who have (or plan to have) completed elective rotations and 

fellowships at your institution is greatly appreciated.  Frank - Our ongoing group collaborations are 

greatly appreciated and respected by me and my research colleagues in Canada.  I hope that we will be 

able to continue to further strengthen our collaborations over time with the goal of improving radiation 

cancer treatment for our patients.  Thank you for your help in compiling this thesis particularly for the 

Dutch translation of the thesis summary.  Special thanks to members of the reading committee: Drs./Prof.  

Van den bent, Van Tinteren, Sonke, Vandertop, Heimans, and Slotman. 

 

 Additionally, I would like to thank Drs. Jaap Zindler and Wietse Eppinga for their critical 

collaborations in preparing the VUmc SRS and SIB databases, respectively.  Also, thanks are extended to 

Professor Ben Slotman for his invaluable assistance and critical review of the SRS lesion control and 

SIB-SRS matched pair analysis manuscripts. Sincere thanks are extended to all members of the thesis 

reading committee and the examination committee for their time and expertise. 

 

 I would like to personally thank Dr. Glenn Bauman for his ongoing mentorship since he recruited 

me to the London Regional Cancer Program in 2001.  It is his ongoing support that has encouraged me in 

research and, in particular, research in brain metastases radiotherapy.  Also, I want to extend my 

appreciation to my friends and colleagues at the LRCP including Drs. Michael Lock, David D'Souza, 

David Palma, and Belal Ahmad.  

 

 I would like to thank Laura Bailey, Anne O'Connell, and Frances Whiston for their ongoing 

administrative support of the various clinical trials in this thesis.  I would also like to thank Sandra 

Gonzalez-Maldonado, Andrew Warner and Dr. Gregory Pond for their statistical help in conjunction with 

various aspects of this thesis. 



 205 

 

 I would like to thank all my research collaborators at the London Regional Cancer Program who 

have supported the phase I and II fractionated stereotactic brain metastases radiotherapy clinical trials.  

Additionally, I would like to thank our external collaborators at the Cross Cancer Institute, Ottawa 

Cancer Centre, McGill University, University of Montreal (CHUM), and the University of Wisconsin at 

Madison for their accrual support during both the phase I and II clinical trials. 

 

 I would like to thank my parents and brother and sister for all their support over the years.  To my 

wife Melanie and my children Amelia and Owen, I would like you to know that I could not achieve all 

that I have without your love and support.  Melanie - You are my soulmate and the sunshine in my life.  

You have always been supportive and patient with me and it has been always greatly appreciated.  

Amelia - I will always have a soft spot in my heart for you.  Whether we are listening to music, 

swimming (sometimes with dolphins), or doing other activities, I truly treasure our time together.  BTW, 

you were always right about doctors never giving up. Owen - I love spending time with you whether it is 

having adventures or quietly fishing for General Sherman (a rumoured lake sturgeon) at our cottage.  

Always keep your passionate outlook in life, it will serve you well. 



 206 

The work in this thesis has been supported by the following research grants and/or organizations: 

 

 

 
 

Ontario Ministry of Health - Ontario Association of Radiation Oncologists’ Clinician Scientist Fund 

 

 
Ontario Institute for Cancer Research 

 

 
 

London Regional Cancer Program of the London Health Sciences Centre 

 

 
 

Tomotherapy Research Partnership Grant 

 

 

 

 

 



 207 

 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Statement 

 

 

The VUmc Amsterdam has research agreements with Varian Medical Systems and Brainlab AG, and the 

LRCP has been awarded a TomoTherapy Research Partnership Grant for partial funding of an ongoing 

phase 2 clinical trial. 



 208 


